Plato and Virgil on reincarnation

Plato:

1. Dwells heavily upon the aspect of free will in respect to the next life.

2. Highlights the notion of personal spiritual growth in relation to a person’s choice of life. Shows happy and unhappy choices.

3. Delves into the consequences of poor choices vs. wise choices, being reborn as someone destined for notoriety vs. obscurity, even being reborn as a woman or an animal.

Virgil:

1. Presents peoples next lives as a matter of fate or destiny, not as an act of choice.

2. People do not have a choice in their next life, it is chosen for them. Their destiny is not important for them personally, only for the future of the state.

3. Stresses happy and unhappy outcomes as their effect on the state, not as personal growth.

Zu:

1. Both have extensive punishments or rewards for the conduct from the previous life as well as ritual of drinking from Lethe to induce forgetfulness of past lives. Also, both stress 1000 years of punishment/ reward in the afterlife before returning to earth. Plato describes polar opposites of extreme pain for wrongdoing and extreme bliss for righteousness whereas Virgil implies that everyone receives punishment for sins. Some have it much easier than others but all need to have their sins erased in some manner.

2. Plato/ Socrates dwell heavily on the nature of free will and wise vs. unwise choices in relation to the next life. Virgil is much more concerned with a person’s next life as it relates to the future of Rome. He also never recognizes or mentions a choice being present, it is just a matter of destiny. 

3. Plato/ Socrates are very concerned with the aspect of an individual’s personal and spiritual growth in relation to their choice of their next life. The rewards and consequences of the choices reflect a person’s wisdom or foolishness and are also influenced by whether or not they just traveled through punishment or reward. Usually this manifests itself as an inverse decision(if someone just went through reward they are less likely to be as judicious in choosing their next life and vice versa). Virgil is never concerned with personal destiny in regard to spiritual development. He only really touches on their destiny as a vehicle to illustrate the future glory of Rome.

4. (Conc.)

Plato and Virgil have divergent reincarnation myths which not only reflect their times and individual philosophies but are important to the themes of their individual works. Socrates, via Plato, was very concerned with the nature of philosophy and the individual’s quest for wisdom and enlightenment. Virgil, on the other hand, in the Aeneid is concerned with formulating a back history to the already existent Rome. His approach and aim are far more utilitarian and therefore less concerned with individual spirituality.

c. having choice at all is crucial to whether or not we are in control of our own souls. 

Also crucial to the narrative of either piece.

