hobbes


1. Introduction

I. Science, mathematics, translator, law, metaphysics, epistemology

II. Philosopher

2. Biographical info

I. b. 5 April 1588, Malmesbury or Wiltshire, England

II. Father fled to London, was raised by wealthy uncle

III. 1608 becomes tutor to son of William of Cavendish, begins long relationship with that family (Devonshire)

IV.  Wide interests beyond philosophy

a. Travels in Europe

3. Influences and philosophy

I. Thucydides and disdain for Democracy

II. Machiavelli

III. Times

a. Waning of Scholasticism- 

b. Descartes, Hobbes’ critiques eventually ended their correspondence.

c. Galileo

(1) Scientific method

IV. English Civil War as influence on Leviathan

a. 1637 return to England

b. Fled to Paris 1640 after circulation of Elements of Law

4. Leviathan

I. Human nature

a. Constant state of war, state of nature

b. Humans unable to flourish within state of nature

II. Strong sovereign as check on humanity’s natural state of war

a. Social contract

b. Self-preservation as highest law, trade off of absolute sovereign as means of stability

III. Anti-Scholasticism

a. Not necessarily atheist but anti-clerical

5. Later life

I. Charles II

a. Former pupil while both were in exile in Paris

b. 1660 Charles becomes king and grants Hobbes a pension

c. 1666 Parliament investigates Leviathan for atheism, Charles seems to have intervened on his behalf. Publishes no more overtly political work

II. 1672-79

a. Autobiography - 1672

b. Translation of Iliad & Odyssey 1675-6

c. Death on Dec. 4, 1679

