1. Gilgamesh

Gilgamesh – main hero part god

Enkidu – beloved of Gilgamesh, created to distract Gilgamesh by gods

Ishtar – female goddess, represents matriarchy

2. Iliad

Achilleus – main hero, in feud with Agamemnon over theft of Briseis

Patroklos – Achilleus’ beloved, dies in his place in battle

Agamemnon – leader of forces from Greece to Troy, steals Briseis and tries to make up for it with gifts to Achilleus

Odysseus – from Ithaka tries to convince Achilleus to join battle

Meneleos – husband of Helen, brother of Agamemnon

Helen – wife of Meneleos, leaves him for Paris and goes to Troy

Paris / Alexandros – lures Helen to Troy, foppish

Hektor – brother of Alexandros, kills Patroklos

3. Odyssey

Odysseus – protagonist

Telemachos – son of Odysseus goes searching for him because of suitors

Penelope - wife of Odysseus, fending off suitors and waiting for Odysseus’ return

Alcinoos – king of Phaecians, helps Odysseus get home

Antinoos – most forward of Penelope’s suitors

Arete – Queen of Phaecians, somewhat matriarchal, mother of Nausicaa

Athene – goddess of the earth, guardian of Odysseus

Calypso – goddess living on Ogygia,  keeps Odysseus captive for 7 years

Circe – lives on Aiaia, traps Odysseus’ men and turns them into pigs.

Eumaeos – Odysseus’ swineherd helps when he returns to ithaka

Eurymachos – suitor

Laertes - father of Odysseus

Mentor - friend of Odysseus, Athene helps Telemachos in his guise

Nausicaa – princess of Phaecians, helps Odysseus get into palace

Nestor – king of Pylos, helps Telemachos

Peisistratos – son of Nestor accompanies Telemachos

4. Oresteia

Clytemnestra – wife of Agamemnon, kills him on his return to Argos

Agamemnon – king of Argos and brother of Meneleos.

Aegisthus – lover of Clytemnestra, conspires with her to kill Agamemnon

Cassandra – lover of Agamemnon, he brings her home from Troy, is killed also, a seer who nobody believes

Orestes – son of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, avenges his father’s death by killing mother and her lover

Electra – sister of Orestes

Pylades – friend of Orestes

Furies – spirits representing old order of civilization and justice.

5. Oedipus the king

Oedipus – king of Thebes

Jocasta – Oedipus’ wife and mother

Creon – Oedipus’ brother in law

Teireisias- blind seer

Laius – king before Oedipus and Jocasta’s first husband, Oedipus’ real father

Polybus – Oedipus’ adopted father, king of Corinth

Dorian – Oedipus’ adopted mother

6. Antigone

Antigone – daughter of Oedipus, tries to bury brother Polyneices against order of Creon

Creon – king of thebes and brother in law of Oedipus

Ismene – sister of Antigone, refuses to help her bury Polyneices

Haemon – son of Creon, tries to get Creon to change his mind, engaged to Antigone

Polyneices -  brother of Antigone, Ismene and Eteocles. Is killed trying to enforce agreement to share power alternately with brother, is denied burial rites

Eteocles -  see above

7. Medea

Medea – princess of Colchis, wife of Jason, priestess. Is jilted by Jason and gets revenge

Jason – steals golden fleece from Colchis with Medea’s help, brings her to Corinth and dumps her to marry princess

Creon – king of Corinth

Aegeus – king of Athens, offers Medea asylum, she offers to help him have children

8. Hippolytus

Theseus – king of Troezen, husband of Phaedra and father of Hippolytus(born to an amazon)

Phaedra – victim of a spell cast by Aphrodite to fall in love with Hippolytus

Hippolytus – angers Aphrodite by only worshipping Artemis, breaker of horses

Artemis – goddess of chastity

Aphrodite - goddess of love/ lust

9. Symposium

Socrates

Apollodorus – relates story around symposium, confirmed from Socrates it was accurate

Glaucon – has story related to him by Apollodorus

Agathon – young playwright in whose honor the gathering is, just won play contest

Phaedrus – orates first 

Pausanius – goes second, is in love with Agathon

Eryximachus – goes third, doctor, puffed up and foolish

Arastophanes – comic playwright, orates fourth

Agathon – young playwright, goes fifth

Diotima – introduced Socrates into the true nature of love, only female in play

Alcibiades – makes speech about Socrates, very vain and hedonistic

10. Clouds

Strepsiades – father of Pheidippides, going broke due to son’s bills

Pheidippides – goes to Socrates’ school to learn sophistry to get his father out of his debts

Better argument – represents greek past

Worse argument – represents modern sophistry

11. Republic

Cephalus – owner of house dialogue takes place in, old

Polemarchus – justice as helping friends and harming enemies

Thrasymachus – justice as interest of the stronger

Thyestes – father of Aegisthos, had his first 2 sons cooked and served to him in by Atreus in revenge for having slept with his wife

