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Outline, Chapter Two: Small Kingdoms and mighty Empires in the Near East


1. Introduction

2. Recovery and Diffusion

3. A Shattered Egypt and a Rising Phoenicia

a. “Purple People”

4. The Children of Israel

a. Hapiru

b. Nomads

c. Baal

d. Babylonian Captivity

I.  The Evolution of Jewish Religion

e. Covenant

f. Yahweh

g. Torah

II. Daily Life in Israel

a. Talmud

5. Assyria, the Military Monarchy

I. The Power of Assyria

II. Assyrian Rule and Culture

6. The Empire of the Persian Kings

I. The Land of Mountains and Plateau

II. The Coming Medes and Persians

III. The Creation of the Persian Empire

IV. Thus Spake Zarathustra

a. Ahuramazda

b. Magi

c. Zoroastrianism

V. Persia’s World Empire

a. Royal Road

