Achilles

1. Shield itself as the known world including the cosmos with Achilles being just a part within the larger works. 2 cities represent 2 possible decisions, moving through time, left to him, fight or go home and live long. Passages related to home are long and pleasant, illustrating the desirability of that option.

2. Litigation scene is Achilles himself wrestling with the decision of what Patroklos’ life is actually worth, whether to avenge him and die or go home and accept his role in his death. A microcosm, nested and reflected within the 2 worlds of war in a foreign land and peace with long life at home. The shield itself is that decision. Once it is wrought, his fate is then sealed.

3. Inference about Achilles is that his decision was not just a reflexive action in a fit of anger, he fully understood the ramifications of seeking revenge upon Hektor. This includes his foreknowledge that it will cause his own death, being very much in line with the notions the Greeks held of the importance of glory in war and honoring those you love. 

