Outline q1

1. Swift: darkest view on state of man as irrational, limits of human reason. Esp shown with hyunumns. 

2. Pope: world as ultimately harmonious, humans need to find their place therein. Don’t challenge god for man’s flaws. Man needs to accept man’s limitations.

3. Johnson: how happy can humans ever be?  Gloomy outlook on human condition despite basic belief that humans are generally good. Rasselas shows man striving to be happy but ultimately comes to the conclusion that we can only ever be partially happy

4. Voltaire: the obligation to use reasoning. Close to swift but more mocking of institutions and people’s blind faith in those institutions than the power of human’s to ever solve their troubles. Eldorado as a parallel to johnson’s happy valley but the portrayal is not one which is stifling but one of actual utopia.

1. intro

2. pope

3. Johnson

4 swift

5 voltaire

6 opinion

7 summation

