I. Intro.


1. 18 century quest to understand man’s sense of place in the world.


2. 4 works as all fitting this category


3. takes upon this



a. pope – man needs to find own place in world and stop blaming god.



b. Johnson – believes humans to be basically good but doubts whether we

can actually be happy



c. Voltaire – pessimistic but shows that human reason can solve problems



d. swift – least optimistic of the 4 and most condemning of humanity


4. summary

II. Pope


1. man is not imperfect, is suited to his place in the universe.


2. pride of aiming at more knowledge & perfection is the source of his misery


3. mankind must accept its limitations


4. interconnectedness of all things, man’s place within.

III. Swift


1. time with liliputians  as reflection of smallness of human conflicts


2. time with giants makes our lofty ideals seem puny


3. time with houyhnhnms exposes brutality of human reason thru lens of pure

reason.


4. ultimately regards human state as utterly irrational(question of extermination of

yahoos)

IV. Johnson


1. even when all our material and social needs are met, we still strive for further

happiness or entertainment.


2. rasselas’ search for happiness as a quantifiable scientific inquiry.


3. humans basically good but our lot is not one of happiness or comfort.


4. humans can only ever be so happy, total  happiness is unachievable, constant

rumination on the subject keeps us from actually living.

V. Voltaire


1. unsatisfied with human institutions’ explanation for suffering


2. humans are obliged to employ reasoning 



3. rigid systems of thought do a disservice to complexity and nuance of human

experience.


4. voice of martin as voltaire’s own.

VI. Opinion/ Summation

1. Pope: too deferential to designs of higher power, gives disincentive for 


humankind to strive


2. Swift: sees humans as too irredeemably irrational, selfish and destructive. 


If Swift can conceive of what ails humanity, why can’t the rest of us?

3. Johnson: agree on most people being generally good but doesn’t account for

role of human institutions in causing human misery.


4. Voltaire: sees human reason as powerful tool but far too underutilized. Sees

human institutions as failing humanity

