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1. Introduction

I. Melville’s wickedness comes from repudiation of New England/ Western mores concerning religion, slavery, colonialism, western-centric views.

II. Spotlessness from having cleansed himself of these values in M-D

2. Religious piety. 72, 101

I. Hypocrisy of religious piety, q of p.101 supported by p.72

II. Notions of religious adherence take a back seat to worldly pursuits such as profit

3. Colonialism / western-centrism. 24, 50-51, 292

I. Ishmael’s refusal to reject Queequegs religion as inferior as heresy

II. Melville giving parity to Q’s religion a rejection of western-centrism/ colonialism

III. Q’s equal humanity

4. God. 258

I. Cetology section (ch.32) along with long section about depictions of whales as being erroneous.

II. Q from p. 258

III. God is unknowable and anyone who professes to know god completely and wholly is a liar (clergy, religious dogma, power systems)
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