The time period known as the “Belle Époque”, (French for beautiful era), is generally considered a time of peace and progress throughout Europe.  While it is true that the interval between the Franco-Prussian War and World War I was largely free of armed conflict, as well as being a fertile era for ideas and the arts; it is just as possible to see the era as one of escalating tension, cutting across every facet of society.  Specifically, this period can be seen as a transitioning from a more traditional Europe into the modern age.  It is an era of where vibrant innovation clashes bitterly with a traditionalism still reluctant to give up its hold on society.

Particularly, France of the Belle Époque is a microcosm of this tension. 

Dreyfus affair

France was fast becoming the place where ideas and cultures were commingling and cross-pollinating with one another.  

No idea can be too transgressive.

