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Mo d er n  an d  C o nt e m po rar y  A rt

Nu de De sc e nd i ng  a  S tai r ca s e  ( No.  2)

19 1 2

Ma rce l  Du c ha m p,  A me ri c a n (b or n  F ran c e ),  18 8 7 -

19 6 8

Oi l  o n  ca n va s

57  7/ 8  x 3 5 1 /8  i nc h es  (1 4 7  x  89 . 2c m )

© A rt i s ts  Ri g ht s  So c ie t y (A RS ), New  Y or k  /  AD A GP,

Pa ri s  /  E s ta t e o f  M a rc e l Du ch a mp

Cu rre n t l y  no t  o n  v i e w

19 5 0- 1 3 4- 5 9

Th e  L o u i s e  a n d W a lt e r A re n s be rg Col l e ct i on ,  1 9 5 0

S oc i a l Tag s  [ ?]

c ub o -fu t ur i sm  [ x]    f lu i d  m o ti o n [ x ]   f rag m e nt a ti o n [ x ]   m o ve m e nt  [x ]    t im e  [ x ]  

[ Ad d  Yo u r Own  Tag s ] 

A d di t i on a l i nf o rma t io n :

Ha nd boo k  of  th e  C ol le c ti on

Th is  pa i n ti n g c re a t ed  a s en s a ti o n whe n  it  wa s  e x h ib i te d  i n  Ne w Y o rk  i n

Fe br u ar y  19 1 3 a t t h e h i s t or i c  A rmo ry S h ow  of  co n t em p or a ry  a rt ,  w h er e

p e rp l ex e d  A m er i ca n s  s a w i t a s  r e pr e se n t in g  a l l t h e t ri c k s  t he y  f e lt  E ur o pe a n

a rti s ts  wer e  p l ay i n g a t t he i r  e x pe n se .  Th e  p i ct u re' s  o u tr a g eo u sn e s s  s ur e l y  la y

i n  i t s s e em i ng l y m e ch a ni c al  p or t ra y al  o f a  s u bj e c t a t o nc e  so  se n su a l  a n d

t i me -ho n o re d . The  Nud e 's  de s t in y  a s  a  s ym b ol  al s o  s t em m ed  f ro m  i t s

re ma rka b l e a gg reg a t io n  o f  a v a nt -ga rde  c on c er n s:  t he  bi r th  o f c in e ma ;  th e

Cu bi s ts '  fr a ct u ri n g  o f  f o rm ;  th e  F u tu r i st s ' d ep i c ti o n o f m o ve m en t ; t h e

c h ro m op h o to g ra p hy  o f E ti e nn e -Ju l es  Ma re y,  Ea d we a rd M uy b ri d g e,  an d

Th om a s E a k i n s;  an d  th e  r e de f i ni t io n s o f  t i me  an d  sp a ce  by  s c i e nt i st s  an d

p h i l o so p h er s . The  p ai n ti n g wa s b ou g ht  d ir e ct l y f rom  th e  A rm or y  S h ow  f or  th ree

h u nd red  d ol l ar s  b y  a S an  Fr a n c i s co  de a l er .  M a rc e l  D u ch a mp 's  g rea t

c o l l e ct o r-f r ie n d W a lt e r A re n s be rg was  a bl e  t o  b u y  t h e wor k  in  19 2 7,  e le v en

y e ar s  a f t er  Du c ha m p  h a d o bl i g in g l y  ma d e  h i m a  h a n d- c ol o re d ,  a c tu a l- s i ze

p h ot o gr a p hi c  c o py .  To d ay  bo t h  t h e c op y  an d  t h e o r ig i na l , t o ge t he r w i t h a

p rep a ra t o ry  st u dy ,  ar e  o wne d  by  th e  M u s eu m . A nn  Tem k in ,  f ro m P hi l ad e l ph i a

M u se u m o f  A rt:  Ha n d bo o k o f t h e Col l ec t i on s  ( 1 99 5 ), p . 3 07 .

 


