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Dutch NY
This outline is just a rudimentary sketch of what trajectory I thought the presentation might take. Of course let me know what else you all think might need including, excluding, rearranging and I will try to do so coherently. I only included the British as far as their preservation of the Dutch commercial culture and how it enabled the Dutch period to survive better. I am devoting this whole weekend to school things so I can revise the outline as I hear back from everyone. I have also attached it as a word document if that is easier for people, Hotmail kills the formatting.
-Jeff
1. Dutch period 1625-1664

I. Dutch acquire island of Manhattan and set up trading post. This sets the tone from then on as New Amsterdam (later re-named New York) as a center of commerce and not as a refuge from religious tyranny as most other North American settlements were at the time.

THE PURCHASE OF MANHATTAN

Interesting quote from West India company to merchant group sent to set up Colony on what would become manhattan. “In case any Indian should be living on the aforesaid land or make any claim upon it or any other places that are of use to us, they must not be driven away by force or threat, but by good words be persuaded to leave, or be given something therefor to their satisfaction, or else be allowed to live among us, a contract being made thereof and signed by them in their manner, since such contracts upon other occasions maybe very useful to the Company.”[A.J.F. van Laer, trans. 1924 Documents Relating to New Netherlands 1624-1626 In the Huntington Hartford Library. San Marino CA, pp. 51-2.]  This is evidence of the commercial beginnings of the colony. It can also be interpreted as a welcoming of a peaceful coexistence of the colony with the natives. This quote could be useful to the presentation to pose the question, what happened to create the environment where a wall was necessary on Wall Street to keep the natives out? 

As far as the beads are concerned, this is the only other documentation on the purchase of Manhattan.
 They report that our people are in good heart and live in peace there; the women have also borne some children there. They have purchased the Island Manhattes from the Indians for the value of 60 guilders; 'tis 11,000 morgens (about 22,00 acres) in size. [E.B. O'Callaghan, ed. 1856 Documents Relative to the Colonial History of the State of New York. Albany. Vol. 1, [p. 37.]  
No mention of beads or trinkets, the misconception that Manhattan was bought with beads can qualify as folklore, and might be interesting to explore in the presentation.



THE HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF NEW AMSTERDAM



The first settlement was on governors island, but in 1625 a settlement was set up on the southern tip of Manhattan.  The area was actually explored and charted, and (settled?) by private companies starting in 1611, more than ten years previous to the incorporation into the Dutch empire.  The reason this area was settled was because of its prime position to protect river access and therefore the fur trade.  New Amsterdam was in business to protect their fur intrests as well as trade with the Natives, I think this angle of the development of the relations with the natives would be an interesting angle to take especially early in the presentation.  




THE “MINTING” OF WAMPUM


Soon after opening trade lines with the natives, the dutch began making wampum in their settlements on Long Island, ill see what else I can find on this if we decide to include it.  

II. Peter Stuyvesant era 1647-1664

a. Sent in to get failing trading colony into shape.

Took over for William Verhulst, who was the previous governor.  

Creation of wall at what is now Wall Street as protective barrier against Native Americans.  This is interesting because several sources state that there was no incursion by foreign colonizing forces in the area, and the relations with the Manhatta tribe was good, so why did they build walls?  The original wall in 1640 was a flimsy picket fence and was used to denote property of the colony, however it was strengthened over time “for defence against various Native tribes.” There was a Mohawk-Mahican war going on farther up the river, so maybe this had something to do with the strengthening as the war progressed, or maybe tensions rose between the Manhatta and the Dutch.  Also the import of African slaves was a big factor in the improvement of the wall.  

THE SLAYING OF VAN DYCK



One day a citizen of new Amsterdam saw an Indian woman stealing his peaches and killed her.  Later on the Natives (most likely the Mannhatta?) came storming into new Amsterdam and demanded the murderer. The leaders of New Amsterdam met with the leaders of the Indians and proposed a peace, which was not held. They killed Van Dyck and fought with the people of new Amsterdam and then sailed across the river and pillaged New Jersey for a while.  This could be one of many incidences that provoked the improvement of the wall on wall street. 

III. Development of street layout (need more on this)

2. British take over

I. British seizure of New Amsterdam and re-naming after the Duke of York, 1664. 

THE POLITICS OF NEW AMSTERDAM

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN NEW AMSTERDAM

(i) 
Even though its original purpose was purely commercial, after Stuyvestant took over, there was a large influx of people from the English Puritanical colonies due to the religious imposition that was placed on them, causing New Englanders to intermarry with Dutch settlers, creating an English presence in the Politics of New Amsterdam.

(ii) The citizens wanted the same democratic freedoms they had received in their homeland, causing Stuvestant to stress over suppressing his subjects.

II. THE TURN OVER OF NEW AMSTERDAM

(1) The british fortitied ships outside of New Amsterdam and demanded surrender by Stuvestant.  The people, who themselves were sympathetic to the English welcomed the turn over.  Stuvestant however held out until the people of new Amsterdam forced him to surrender.  

III. British treat New York differently than its other colonies because of the fact that it was already well established as a commercial center and was bringing in much needed profits. 

IV. British reluctance to radically change New York ensures much of the Dutch period survives. 

3. Modern legacy of Dutch period.

I. Much of original street layout survives.

II. Many place names from Dutch period still exist, some in slightly modified form (i.e Haarlem becomes Harlem, Breucklen becomes Brooklyn, etc.)

III. Most important is the survival of lower Manhattan as a center of world commerce and economic might (NYSE, financial institutions)
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