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Dutch NY

1. Modern legacy of Dutch period.

I. British gaining govt and trade apparatus of city.

a. Efforts of Van Der Donck and Stuyvesant to stabilize city are now valuable.

b. British find it in their interest to retain this apparatus insofar as it provides stability.

II. British reluctance to radically change New York ensures much of the Dutch period survives. 

a. Profitability of city helps preserve its institutions.

III. Much of original street layout survives.

IV. Most important is the survival of lower Manhattan as a center of world commerce and economic might (NYSE, financial institutions)

V. Many place names from Dutch period still exist, some in slightly modified form (i.e Haarlem becomes Harlem, Breuckelen becomes Brooklyn, boss etc.)

Haarlem = Harlem

Hoboken

Bouwerie = Bowery, means farm, Peter Stuyvesant

Breukelen = Brooklyn, named for city in Netherlands

Yonkers = Jonckers, after Van Der Donck, Joncker was like Squire

Boss = Baas, Dutch familial word for an elder or authority figure

Jonas Bronck -> Bronx

Nassau

Bleecker

Beekman

Gansevoort

Rensselaer

Schermerhorn

Vlissingen -> Flushing

Breukelen -> Brooklyn

Staten Land -> Staten Island

Kromme Zee -> Gramercy (crooked sea/lake)

De Bouwerij -> The Bowery

Brooklyn

Bowery

Flushing 

Harlem

Yonkers 

Staten

Boss

Bleecker

Gansevoort

Nassau

Rensselaer

Schermerhorn

1


