 Outline Folklore final (12/28/08)

Essay 1

1. Intro: community and transgression are the two things provided by areas where sexual deviance is tacitly tolerated.

2. Chauncey essay describes Bowery as place where people form communities based upon common desires (cross-dressing).

3. Also provides outlet for middle-class gawkers who desire to see and experience the world of sexual deviance without suffering stigma from their own “respectable” community

4. Guilfoyle essay echoes Chauncey but adds the aspect of real estate laws being responsible for certain areas of prostitution emerging. 

5. Again, in both instances, areas emerge organically in whatever part of town they might flourish almost as a safety valve to allow sexual behavior not sanctioned by polite society.  Thus providing a shield of sorts for both practitioners and customers/ onlookers of deviant behavior.

Essay 2

1. Subway system had a host of unanticipated effects upon NYC.

2. Increased reach of subway gave middle and upper classes access to homes further and further outside the dirty, crowded city. Harlem, The Bronx and Queens as examples.

3. Also gave working and lower classes access to areas they were once unable to reach such as beaches and parks. Coney Island as perfect example of New York institution which grew naturally but was fed by the ability of working class to travel there.

4. Subway may have been intended for people to reach new housing developments but it also helped to mix the rich and poor within the city, not segregate them. This reduced the insularity of neighborhoods and led the city to places it could not have anticipated.

Essay 3

1. Architecture and urban planning generally anticipate many consequences of their impact. There are also a host of variables which are unanticipated and unintended.

2. Negative impacts manifest themselves in things like cross Bronx Expwy and BQE, splitting viable neighborhoods in half.

3. May also kill activities like pigeon raising with new codes and trends in architecture.

4. At the same time underground activities like skateboarding can flourish

5. Urban folklore will always continue because it relies on sets of unanticipated outcomes. Possible human imperative to live and exist outside of parameters set for it.

