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1. Introduction

I. Cather’s portrayal of a female character that is not merely a woman placed upon a male archetype.

II. Notion of Alexandra’s work being less worthy than her brother’s because it didn’t involve manual labor.

III. Descriptions of her physical world mirroring herself.

2. Rundstrom’s paragraph

I. Landscape as symbolism

II. Alexandra as shaper of environment without using brute force of other 19th c narratives

3. Assigned passage

I. Outward appearance mirroring composed, successful and outwardly organized Alexandra.

a. Notion of coexistence with nature instead of conquering.

II. Inner appearance mirroring Alexandra’s inner self.

a. Pragmatic and sparse.

b. Decorated enough in rooms occupied and used by guests mirroring her maintaining somewhat of a social life.

c. Emptiness and lack of decoration in other parts mirrors her lack of a real, deep personal life.

4. Conclusion…
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