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1. Introduction

I. Foucault bio.

a. 1926-1984

b. A thinker who was difficult to pin down to any strict ideology.

c. Never considered his works definitive.

II. Prison system as not an eternal idea.

III. Foucault argues that the rise of capitalism remade society in such a way as to make the entire apparatus resemble prison system. In effect, prison system came to resemble society as much as the other way around.

IV. Disassociates punishment from the power structure.

2. Discipline and Punish

I. Torture

a. Damiens the regicide.

b. Intent

(1) Reflection of violence back onto convict publicly

(2) Revenge on behalf of sovereign on whose behalf the law was represented.

c. Consequences

(1) Public executions drew sympathy for prisoner.

(2) Riots often ensued on behalf of prisoner.

(3) Public execution deemed an ineffective tool.

II. Punishment 

a. Recognition of the “humanity” of the condemned.

b. Problem of how to remedy an uneven, uncontrollable power of punishment belonging to the King.

c. Leads to an “economy of the power of punishment” not to assure more humane punishment but to assure the power of punishment is spread more equitably within power structure.

d. General decline of violent crimes and rise of property crimes.

e. Illegality changes with rise of bourgeoisie.

f. As power to punish is slowly taken from the king, severity of punishment becomes more related to a crime’s probable repetition in society rather than its horrific nature.

g. Transition therefore occurs to re-focus punishment from that of revenge to that of the corrective.

III. Discipline

a. Docile bodies

(1) 18th century concept of soldier as faceless, malleable object.

(2) Tactic of breaking down of routines and processes into ever more minute units. Constant quantification of data.

(3) Military model being applied to the social body.

(4) Individual and collective coercion of bodies.

b. The means of correct training.

(1) Hierarchical observation.

(2) Normalizing judgment.

(3) Examination.

c. Panopticism

(1) Major function of permanent visibility.

(2) 2 extremes of discipline

(3) Discipline, examination, classification and surveillance combine as a form to be applied to all society, not just prison.

IV. Prison

a. Complete and austere institutions

b. Illegalities and delinquency

c. The carceral

3. Influences

I. Panopticon – Jeremy Bentham

II. Freud – Civilization and Its Discontents

4. Criticism

I. Shelley


II. Alford

5. Conclusion
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