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Essay Question

A.   I believe the most useful source in writing my paper, aside from the primary source, was Freud’s Civilization and Its Discontents.  When compared to the Foucault, it provides good perspective on the reasons humans order societies in particular ways.  Overall, I was happy to have had a reason to make myself study both the Freud and the Foucault.  Especially the Foucault which I found to be brilliant.  

The less illuminating sources were the criticisms.  This is because Foucault’s detractors fall into two camps, largely.  The first camp harp on, what I consider, very minor points that never address his overall research and conclusions.  The other camp take him to task for very large issues of approach that would require far too much space to address in a paper such as the one I was writing.  I selected the ones I did because, frankly, I was unable to unearth a lot of criticism of Foucault that I thought was worth addressing in the format of this paper.

B.   I don’t think any of the criticism I encountered was very illuminating to me.  Little of it was very provocative and, as I said, it seemed to be generally nit-picking.  I found that I was able to refute most of the criticism with a solid understanding of what Foucault’s premise was.

C.    The book is so exhaustively annotated that I wish I could have delved into Foucault’s sources some but the notion of where to start and end any inquiry seemed too daunting.  

D.   I am largely satisfied with my work insofar as I believe I achieved a good understanding of what Foucault was presenting.  I would always like more chances to revise and fine tune my papers but they have to be handed in at some point.  I do think my conclusion, out of all the sections, could use some punching up.
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