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Donald C. Alexander, tenacious Nixon foe, dead at 87

Donald Crichton Alexander, a former Nixon administration official famous for repeatedly thwarting the President’s attempts to remove him from his position, has died.  Mr. Alexander succumbed to cancer at his home in Washington at the age of 87.

Known by all around him as an unflinching adherent to principle, Alexander made waves early in his tenure as Nixon’s commissioner for the I.R.S. when he dissolved its Special Service Staff.  The group had been embedded into the I.R.S. for the purpose of using the agency’s resources to harass Nixon’s political foes.  Alexander’s actions were not based on his political views, but rather a belief that taxation and people’s political views had no interrelation.  This provoked a showdown with Nixon wherein Alexander managed to avoid multiple attempts by the President to fire him.  He remained at the I.R.S. until the early days of the Carter administration, far outlasting his former boss.

Born in Pine Bluff, Arkansas in 1921, Alexander was a decorated veteran of World War II.  An alumnus of Yale (1942) and Harvard Law (1948), in his early career, he was horrified after witnessing his boss accept a bribe.  The incident served as a catalyst, solidifying the incorruptible nature for which he became known.

Alexander is survived by his son, James and one grandchild.  His wife, Margaret and son, Robert passed away in 1999 and 2004, respectively.
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