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My general opinion of people who are much younger than me tends to default to the negative.  My job puts me among young adults every day and many fall into the categories of loud and obnoxious with too much to prove or just flaky and incoherent.  So when Jessica Vital was already ten to fifteen minutes late to our interview, I began to worry that I had been paired with someone who might make my project difficult.  I soon realized that my phone was getting no signal and I moved about the cafeteria to try and find one, thinking maybe I had a voicemail or a text waiting to explain everything.  As if on cue, Jessica came through the door just as an apologetic text message popped up, letting me know that MTA inefficiency, not a lax attitude, had been holding her up.  She was off the hook.

It wasn’t until afterwards that I realized how fitting it was that she contradicted my preconception of someone her age just as the idea was taking hold in my head.  I remembered Professor Levitt gently scolding Jessica over missed assignments and missed classes but his tone with her always conveyed that he saw a certain promise in her that was going unfulfilled.  I found this angle to be intriguing so instead of a focused interview, my discussions with Jessica took on the informal tone of just 
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