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How Many Opposites?

1. Introduction

I. Sexual continuum / Kinsey

II. Heterosexuality as definition of normal

III. Sanctions by society for deviation

IV. Sexual desires reflecting cultural values (slavery)

2. What Counts as Sex?

I. Floating definition of “sex”

3. Gendered Sexual Statuses

I. Myriad permutations of sex/ gender statuses.

II. Western Society only recognizes hetero men/ women and gay men/ women.

III. Bisexuality as forcing choice on individual.

4. Gender Identities and Sexual Identities

I. Homosexual vs. bisexual identities

II. Example of lesbian relationships mimicking typical hetero.

III. Difference in homosexual male identity

IV. Women gaining power created crisis in male homosexual identity.

5. Sexual Conformities and Deviance

I. Sanction for deviating from sexual roles.

II. Widely deviating cultural sexual norms.

a. i.e. women’s “right” to orgasm during renaissance being due to biological ignorance and not women’s rights.

III. Prostitution as example of act that was transformed from private to public due to cultural mores.

IV. “Ideal” relationship remains monogamous, despite greater freedom.

6. Heterosexual Asymmetry

I. Differences in male/ female relationship desires.

II. Boys and girls initially learn opposing versions of romantic love.

III. Possible reason why many heterosexual relationships have trouble.

7. Battered Love

I. Men whose dominance cannot be backed up in traditional ways (financial or real security) tend toward violence more. Link is more economic than a defect in social class.

II. Society’s notion of gender roles prevents women from escaping abusiveness.

8. Forbidden Love

I. Incest taboo

II. Weak mother/ powerful step/ adoptive parent, strong willed girl dynamic.

9. Masculinity and Rape

I. “Real” rape.

II. Type of man who rapes.

III. Types of societies where rape flourishes.

IV. Almost universal desire for domination, humiliation of woman. Blame women for rape.

V. Cultural tendency to blame women.

VI. Homoeroticism of gang rape.

10. Sexuality and Social Constraints
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