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My proposal for my term paper is, broadly, to examine the phenomenon of prison privatization.  More specifically, I plan to address a few key issues: 

1. The whole notion of privatization of formerly government-run institutions and how America seems to have thrown its ideological weight behind privatization across the board.

2. The argument in favor of prison privatization.  This would include concepts of the free market being able to deliver the best results cheapest as well as benefits to the private sector  (utilizing a cheap labor force, etc.).

3. The argument against prison privatization.  This would include an argument that the free market is interested only in maximizing profits while minimizing services.  Most people don’t really care what happens to prisoners so if a corporation running a prison delivers far substandard facilities, it is likely to be less cared about.  Also there is an argument about the wisdom of giving one corporation over another an advantage of such a cheap labor force.  Lastly is the huge implication of corporate America having a vested interest in keeping the prison population high.

4. How privatization has played out in the real world.

These are the main topics I plan to hit in the paper. Any suggestions would be appreciated.
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