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I plan to use as a quote an excerpt from Nabokov’s commentary provided at the end of the textbook.  The quote is as follows: “Something is very wrong and all men are mild lunatics engaged in pursuits that seem to them very important while an absurdly logical force keeps them at their futile jobs – this is the real “message” of the story.  I chose the quote not because it is conveniently handed out in the rear of the book but because it, and the rest of Nabokov’s take on Gogol, asserts that Gogol’s absurdism is easily misinterpreted.  I intend to argue, as Nabokov did, that what one might consider the absurd in Gogol is actually the logical, and vice-versa.
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