1. Intro

a. Both authors recognize their “mental illness” but treat them in a much different fashion.

b. Akutagawa takes a somber tone as he clearly sees his faculties slipping away from him.

c. Mishima conflates his feelings of homosexuality with his fetish for images of gory and bloody death.

2. Akutagawa’s inner narrative


a. 2 stories as complementary


b. Other authors



c. Symbolism


d. Spiraling descent

3. Mishima’s inner narrative.


a. Body image, homosexuality tied in with bodybuilding and militarism.


b. Relevant info spelled out in Confessions.

4. The difference between the two.

5. Conclusion

