1. Intro

a. Oe’s dilemma and his eventual decision to keep his child are a signal of Japan’s emergence from WWII culturally as it becomes a (slightly) less private society.

2. Oe’s taboo is the dilemma of the inner shame he will feel if he abandons his child versus the outer shame he might feel as the father of a handicapped child.

3. Constant effort of Bird to depersonalize any tie to the baby and the world of responsibility.

4. Names. Former friend who owns gay bar

5. Bird’s running away is an escape from older Japanese values.

