Chapter 19

I found this ending to be satisfying but on further thought, I found myself to be a little confused as to why I found it satisfying.  

Levin has an epiphany of sorts when he is all alone with his own thoughts.  He believes that he has really figured out the solution to his crisis of being an unbeliever.  In a sense, he has taken a step toward man-god status.  Levin’s problem is that he is still on earth and, as such, he still has to reconcile his inner transformation with an outside world which has not changed at all. 

Maybe I found it satisfying because Levin ends up seemingly feeling optimistic about his spiritual life, but he has no illusions that the road ahead of him is now a smooth one.  Very little rings less true than stories where everything is wrapped up neatly and people live happily ever after.  One gets the sense that Kitty and Levin will be happy with one another but not that they will be any more exempt from the general troubles of life than anyone else in the world. 

Tolstoy shows Levin achieving some inner peace by learning to listen to and trust his inner, innate judgment.  The last piece of the puzzle is for Levin to reconcile his perceived human fallibilities, like being insecure with Kitty or praying, with his new-found spiritual center.  


I am still on the fence as to whether this reinforces or contradicts Tolstoy’s opening line about families.  I doubt he thinks there is only one path human happiness, given the mental wranglings Levin goes through.  The parallel with Middlemarch, in which both novels advocate not relying on any one institution or method of thinking too heavily in order to arrive at meaningful answers, seems incompatible with a statement like “All happy families are alike.”  The actual answer may be totally subjective anyway…

Sigh.

