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The basic premise of my paper is that the character of Mizoguchi in “The Temple of the Golden Pavilion” is inspired by Raskolnikov.  The greatest similarity lies in their both being essentially split in two, Raskolnokov by reason and feeling and Mizoguchi by beauty and ugliness.  Furthermore, both characters live out a sort of outsider persona which they have created for themselves.  Both display a certain arrogant posture toward society but also feel insecure about their place in it deep down.  Lastly, both are torn between savior and tempter characters in their respective books, Raskolnikov between Sonya and Svidrigailov and Mizoguchi between Tsurukawa and Kashiwagi.  

The two novels also mirror one another in the sense that the climactic moments for each main character take place at opposite ends of their respective works and each winds up on opposite sides of redemption vs. damnation.

Lastly, I plan to demonstrate a definite influence of Russian authors on their Japanese counterparts and hopefully upon Mishima himself.
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