1. Intro


Foucault


Dickens

While it’s doubtful Dickens devalued education in general, he does criticize the institution as it exists in his time.

Schools as the destroyers of children’s vitality and creativity.

Intent

Dickens explores the motivations for sending children to school and in doing so critiques very seriously the outcomes on children.

2. 19th c. British schools


education at a crossroads.


Lassiez-faire attitude toward education.


Public v private


Education at a formative point until reforms of 1870.


Parental motivation for schooling children

3. Foucault

4. Dickens


a. Dombey



1. Paul Dombey 




a. Educated to be molded into version of his father



2. Richards’ son




a. gulf btw adult conception of education and reality.




b. incompatibility of education with real life.




c. shows eventual fate of pupils is as a ruined mean schoolmaster.


b. Hexam



1. Forced to become a young Featherstone


c. Copperfield



1. Copperfield as seeing negative and then positive outcomes of education.




a. Sent away by Murdstones to typical horrific experience

b. Education provided by aunt motivated by a desire to make him a good person. Nurturing environment along with genuine motivation for sending him to school provides 100% different outcome.

5. Conclusion

child minders

