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But how it was, certeyn, kan I nay seye,

If that lady understood nat this,

Or feynde hire she nyste, oon of the tweye;

But wel I rede that , by no manere weye,

Ne semed it that she of him roughte,

Or of his peyne, or whatsoevere he thoughte.

This part is a recurring theme in the poem. Specifically that Chaucer makes digressions and makes sure to tell the reader that he is not sure of something because it wasn’t clear in the texts that he is referring to in his writing. It’s odd because it has the effect of constantly reminding the reader that the story is not his.  It would seem obvious that the original authorship wasn’t him as it’s pretty ancient.  Constantly pulling the reader out of the story sort of breaks it up periodically and this is striking.  It is a bit like Don Quixote in how that book continually makes reference to the fact that it is a translation of an original found purely by chance.  Beyond the effect of the reader being periodically pulled from the story is Chaucer’s reasoning behind this tactic.  One possibility is that he is using this as a way to distance himself from the work in some way.  The poem’s introduction speaks of it having been a story retold by others previous to Chaucer, so the possibility is at least decent that the story was already known.  Chaucer’s falling back on the notion that it isn’t his story sort of absolves him of any problematic notions.  It also gives him a sort of air of feigned fecklessness, making it seem like he is just a messenger and not a person expounding or embellishing the tale in any way.  But in this sense it allows him to hide within the story somewhat.  The only problem is that the interruptions have entirely the opposite effect at the same time.  By constantly butting in, Chaucer is reminding the reader that he is never far from the surface of the story.  In essence he is inserting himself into the poem over and over by claiming distance from it at the same time.  Perhaps he is trying to remind the reader that he actually has much more to do with the overall course of the tale than he is letting on.

