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“Swich wreche on hem for fechynge of Eleyne

Ther shal ben take, er that we hennes wende,

That Manes, which that goddess ben of peyne,

Shal ben agast that Grekes wol hem shende. 

And men shul drede, unto the worldes ende,

From hennesforth to ravysshen any queene, 

So cruel shel oure wreche on hem be seene

The obvious point to make here is just that of turnabout.  The Iliad tells of Helen being seduced away from Menelaus by Paris.  Here, Diomed is specifically using that as a reason to justify the utter destruction of troy when he is doing the exact same thing with Criseyde.  However, if Chaucer is, like the rest of the English, so pro-Troy, why would he effectively lower the wooing of Helen to what here feels like a really creepy and underhanded sort of coercion by Diomed?  There is also the notion that Troilus was sort of creepy and coercive in his pursuit of Criseyde in the first place.  It also speaks something of the character of Criseyde.  In the beginning she is portrayed as somewhat independent and self-possessed, then she sort of falls under the spell of Troilus and Pandarus from their constant attention.  Here she falls victim to Diomed sort of quickly.  Chaucer seemed to have been painting her as somewhat of an independent woman.  She was widowed and sort of content with the control that gave her over her whole life.  When it comes down to it she is pretty easily swayed by the affections of men toward her and actually displays little constancy.  If Chaucer wanted her to be at least a sympathetic character, this doesn’t seem to be the way to do it.  As always, I assume I am missing something big.

