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Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote

The droghte of March hath perced to the roote,

And bathed every veyne in swich licour

Of which vertu engendered is the flour;

Whan Zephirius eek with his sweete breeth

Inspired in every holt and heeth

The tender croppes, and the yonge sonne

Hath in the Ram half his course yronne…

This seems a sort of obvious passage to discuss but it seems as if it sets the tone for the rest of the Canterbury Tales.  It also continues further from what is above, but generally in the same tone, hence the truncation.  The overt ode to Springtime is the most noticeable part of the passage.  Spring being the time of renewal and vitality, Chaucer may be celebrating what he sees as a rebirth of sorts.  To an England just emerging from the Middle Ages, it would be natural for people to feel sort of invigorated at a new sense of openness or possibility.  However, passages like “perced to the roote” seem to be a little more sexual.  This fits with the whole springtime theme well enough but also seems to imbue it with a certain headiness or level of activity that evoking the spring alone sort of lacks.  Sexuality also implies fertility, which also goes along with springtime.  Chaucer could be alluding to a fertility of ideas, or a rebirth of creativity. This fertility of ideas goes easily with a culture that is starting to flourish in England and Europe.  Yet another possibility is fertility as a breeding ground.  This could be a reflection of the wide variety of people eventually represented in the work.   It seems as if all of these could plausibly be part of Chaucer’s intent.  

1


