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But it were oonly Osewold the Reve.

By cause he was of carpenteris craft,

A litel ire is in his herte ylaft;

He gan to grucche, and blamed it a lite

“So theek” quod he, “ful wel koude I the quite

with bleryng of a proud milleres ye,

If that me liste speke of ribbaudye.

But ik am oold; me list not pley for age…

First, and this may just be a matter of ignorance, but Osewold is both a reeve and a carpenter in this story.  A search online indicates that a reeve is a sort of overseer for a feudal lord, so presumably this man was both a reeve and a carpenter.  This was a little confusing.  It seems natural that a carpenter might be offended by the tale of the miller but perhaps the fact that he is also a reeve brings a little class-consciousness into the proceedings here.  Both carpenter and miller seem to be occupations that are lower on the totem pole as far as status goes.  Having the extra title might make Osewold feel like he is of higher status and therefore above being made fun of by the miller.  

Another question relates to the fact that Osewold declares that, basically, he is not gong to lower himself to the level of the miller.  He could make an uncomplimentary speech about a miller, but he won’t because he is old.  Presumably he means that this sort of thing would be below a person of his age, or maybe of his perceived station in life.  This however is immediately thrown away very soon and he gives a speech that directly tries to insult millers.  The fact that his tale seems to contrast from that of the miller in that it appears to lack depth or meaning, only a bit of revenge.  Perhaps Chaucer is using the two working-class men against one another and making a statement on peoples’ sense of status or importance.  It is difficult to know without knowing more precisely what those occupations meant in Chaucer’s age but he does seem to be playing at something with pitting these two men against one another.
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