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I kan right now no thrifty tale seyn

That Chaucer, thogh he kan but lewedly

On metres and on rymyng craftily,

Hath seyd hem in swich Englissh as he kan

Of olde tyme, as knoweth many a man;

And if he have noght seyd hem, leve brother,

In o book, he hath seyd hem in another.

This is an odd passage for a few reasons. The first is, obviously, why Chaucer mentions himself in the poem at all.  This seems to be an act of self-aggrandizement to insert his own name into a poem that he is writing.  However, if past experience with poems like “House of Fame” are any indication, he seems to disdain this sort of crass pumping up of oneself just for the sake of notoriety.  He also describes his own skills with the term “lewedly” or unskillful and ignorant (as noted by the glossary at least).  This could then be seen as self-effacing or self-deprecating but if this is true, why put the reference in there at all?  Is he setting up the Man of Law as someone who actually is pretty ignorant when it comes to poetry or is he trying to make him seem like the opposite?  Either way, Chaucer is still relying on whether or not he considers his poetry to be “lewedly” written or not.  It could also speak to what a more general perception of him was at the time with the poetry-reading public.  Another issue is that by naming himself as an outside player to the events in the poem, he effectively rules himself out as the identity of the narrator.  He may be directly trying to remind the reader that the account being given is specifically not being given by him.  Lastly, there seems to be a sense that Chaucer has covered all the ground that he possibly can.  It’s hard to get nuance out of this language without a better knowledge of the time but one gets the sense that the Man of Law seems tired of Chaucer.
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