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N. Masciandaro

He was at that time in Geminis, as I gesse,

But litel fro his declynacion

Of Cancer, Jovis exaltacion

And so bifel, that bright morwe-tyde

That in that gardyn, in the ferther side,

Pluto, that is kyng of fayerye

And many lady in his compaignye,

Folwynge his wyf, the queene Proserpyna

The first notable part here is the mention of the signs of the zodiac.  Gemini corresponds with at least part of the month of May, just like the character.  It may have had no such connection in the 14th century though.  There is also the elapsing of time from Gemini into Cancer.  This could be about January falling into decrepitude or May just getting older as she had to tend to the old man.  It could be none of those I suppose.  The bigger item is the inclusion of Pluto and Proserpyna.  The obvious linkage here is and old man controlling a younger woman against her free will.  There is also a linkage now between the names January and May here also.  Pluto’s abduction of Proserpyna and taking her into the underworld is what precipitated the change of seasons, according to myth.  If Pluto represents the onset of winter via the theft of Proserpyna, January represents the theft of May’s youth in the same way.  January now represents not only the taking of May’s youth and vitality, or even her virginity, this is also a link to his name and the winter time.  By extension, the winter represents a certain barrenness, sterility and just a general lack of activity, also applicable to old age.  Another obvious point is that Pluto has a virtual harem of women with him, following Proserpyna.  The fact that he is toting around as many women as he likes while at the same time condemning May is just a double standard in action.
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