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Whan ended was the lyf of seint Cecile,

Er we had ridden fully five mile,

At Boughton under Blee us gan atake

A man that clothed was in clothes blake,

And undernethe he has a white suplys

His hakeney, that was a pomely gris,

So swatte that it wonder was to see

There are a few odd things about the introduction to the canon as it relates to his character.  The first is his apparent mania to catch up to the pilgrims only to scurry away just as fast very soon after.  We only catch a glimpse of him and that instantly makes him an enigmatic character.  This, in turn, relates to how he is dressed, Chaucer has him clothed all in black.  This further reinforces the notion that he is not really to be fully seen, the blackness hints at things being hidden maybe.  To take this a step further, the blackness can be seen as an absence.  The other obvious notion is that blackness equates him with a sort of evil or at least plain badness.  This is later borne out in the man’s description.  The other part of his clothing is a flash of white underneath the blackness.  This could be just a hint at what his character actually is.  It could also be a subliminal negation of the blackness, hinting that the black, or the bad, could be obscuring something more pure underneath.  It may also be some sort of comment on alchemists in general.  The story the yeoman tells is of pretty undisguised corruption.  Perhaps the flash of white is supposed to hint to the reader that the blackness, or the corruption, isn’t really what the man is all about.  Perhaps Chaucer is commenting on what people think of science or scientists in general in his time period.

