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The difference in tone between the teaching of Amenemhet and the depiction of Senworset in “The Story of Sinuhe” reveal a certain difference in their respective attitudes toward being a ruler.  Firstly, Amenemhet’s tone seems to be of a person constantly waiting to be pounced upon, whether by servants or who knows who else.  The line “I had become like a snake of the necropolis” seems to bear out a sort of paranoid (not unjustified) feeling of being set upon.  Amenemhet’s time also seems to be very warlike as well.  Senworset is off in battle when he is killed.  Another clue is that Sinuhe immediately feels as if he needs to flee once the news of Amenemhet’s death comes through.  He doesn’t wait to see if he is being implicated or not, he just assumes that he is.  By contrast, when he decides to return to Egypt he is still scared for his life.  He is surprised to find a court that is comparatively free of ceremony and a level of openness and even forgiveness that completely surprises him.  If nothing else, we can deduce that Senworset’s reign was much contrasted to his Amenemhet’s just through the level of surprise shown by Sinuhe.
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