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The difference in tone between the königsnovelles of the Battle of Magiddo and the Battle of Qadesh is striking and immediately noticeable.  The story of Megiddo follows a very boilerplate version of the Königsnovelle.  In that version, Thutmose III responds to an external threat, comes up with his own bold plan that goes against the advice of the cowardly nobles and eventually sees him victorious because of the implicit approval of the gods themselves.  The gods are integral in Thutmose III’s victory.  Rameses II’s story has some big differences though.  Whereas the tale has him as a strong leader who secures victory, the similarities seem to end there.  First of all Rameses goes into battle almost single-handedly after an argument with his troops.  While it’s doubtful one man can win an entire battle, this echoes the device of going against the cowardly nobles but ratchets up the suspension of disbelief much further, again, to make him seem almost super human.  By the same token, he ascribes his victory not to intervention of the gods but to his own prowess.  By doing so, he raises himself to a level equal to that of the gods themselves.  This raising of the king to a god-like level is something that hasn’t been seen since the time of Narmer.  This also represents the major difference between the poems, that Thutmose III was helped and guided by the gods and Rameses II was essentially one of them.
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